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Summary

This study aims to analyze the changes in the family law system and in the structure of the mass
consciousness regarding women’s emancipation. This emancipation was held against the background of the
Soviet state’s anti-religious activity. The study focuses on the period from the October Revolution in 1917 to
period of great changes in family policy which started in 1936.

It was found that almost all implemented family laws demonstrated both the state’s intention for
emancipating Soviet women and for gradually decreasing the power of religious institutions in Soviet society.
Thus, family policy played a crucial role in changing the social order of pre-revolutionary Russia, which was
based on patriarchal gender values. These values had been formed by the Russian Orthodox Church and had
had a significant influence on family for many centuries.

Among the various tools of transforming mass consciousness, this study focuses on Soviet posters. They
conveyed normative images manifesting how Soviet men or women should behave in the new socialistic order.
This order was supposed to be gender-equal. The anti-religious theme was confirmed by the interpretation of

the posters through analysis with applied methods of visual sociology.
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